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“Japan trek was organized perfectly: we were able to understand the culture and the history of
this country all in the most fun way. I was especially impressed with the events that the
organizers had planned and its smooth logistics. Several of my favorite memories are visiting
Kyoto, Hiroshima, and the HBS alumni event on the last day. For Kyoto, we were able to
immerse in the rich history and culture of this beautiful country. In Hiroshima, I found the
message conveyed by the survivors very powerful. In the HBS alumni event, I was surprised
that half of the guest speakers were women, each of them so successful and driven to change
the country for the better. It was such an inspiring time. Japan trek is hands down the best HBS
trek I have been on, and I look forward to coming back here on my next visit to the country
already.

“Due to the structure of HBS classes, our knowledge of Japan is heavily skewed towards
difficulties and problems that the country faces; what’s not working so well in Japan. In this trek
we were able to see many sides of Japan that the rest of the world should learn from. I was
especially impressed by the guest speakers at our final panel discussion event. They were able to
present how businessmen and politicians in Japan are trying to steer the country towards a
brighter future, which was very encouraging indeed.”

“I enjoyed every moment of the trek. As an experiential learner, I truly appreciated activities
such as tea ceremony experience in Nara. I felt I learned a hundred times more than just
reading about things in books. Some experiences were also shocking, such as listening to 2nd
generation A-bomb survivors, or looking at horrifying accounts of damages done by A-bomb at
Peace Memorial Museum in Hiroshima. As painful as it was to go through all of the artifacts and
to come to terms with the fact that my country had caused such a devastation of civilian lives
during WWII, it made me understand better Japan’s position in the international arena,
especially its stance towards national security. “
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